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Mayor Cooper's Fortlieoming Message

and Its Leading Points.

HIS TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS.

The Cases of Ex-Police Commissioners
Nichols and Smith.

f

Mayor Cooper will send in bis message to tlie new
Board of Aldermen on tho first Monday of January.
It is understood thut tho document will be much
longer than that transmitted to the present City
Fathers. It will point out many of the dillicultica
witb which the Mayor has hud to contend during
the first year of bis term; the necessity for economy
In tho administration of publlo affairs, and what reformsmay be necessary to bring about a harmonious
and efficient city government. A special commenda>tion of the manner in which the Department of PublicWorks has been conduoted under tho admlnistra*J.^ 1.4 aii... n.tnnholl wUl alan beUUU Ul LUUiUJIDBlUUUJ A11UU v»u«|/v«»

embodied In the message. Tho practice of giving
away railroad and other valuable franchises by renolutlonsof the Common Council will be vigorously
condemned.
The near approach of the assembling of the republicanLegislature of 1880 gives tho local political

mind ample food for speculation as to what laws
may be passed affecting tho government of this
city. When certain leading facts aro taken into considerationrelativo to the cost, crudities and lrroiponsibllltlesof running the city government any
changes whatever in the present system would be
deemed advisable, as the general opinion runs. The
tax levy for last yoar was #30,007,007 20. For next
year it will be about the same amount. Tho Board
of Estimate and Apportionment will next week detormluoupou the final estimates of moneys
to be expanded in carrying on the city
government for 1880. It is true that
pocial acts of tho Legislature dlrcct the cx

act amount to be paid In salaries to a largo number
of tho offioluls in this city. Attempts have been
nude during the last three sessions at Albany to relievetho burdens of the people from excessive salariespaid out in this way. Tho adroit manipulationsof politicians and funds raised by officeholdersaro generally held to bo the main iinpedlmouthtoward bringing about reforms in thla
direction. Advocates of economy argue that tho

» absolute necessity for such reforms may beinferrod
from the fact that over $10,000,000 are annually
taken out oZ tho city troasury to keep alive our

irniy of office-holders, the gre it majority of whom
have lived all their lives as political traders and adventurers.

mayor coopkb'b position.

Frequent efforts were made by a Heeaxd reporter
during the past woek to induce Mayor Cooper to
consent to an authoritative exposition of his views
on the present condition ot affairs In municipal

V politics and the prospects for tho future. The gon.
tieman could not be induced to talk so that his
Views might be given to the publio at the present
Mine. However, an official who has the entire confidenceof His Honor and who may be looked upon
As a truthful exponent of the Mayor's views was
yesterday interviewed on these Important topics.
"What do you consider the principal impediments
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tliu Mayor'* office?" this gentleman was first asked.
"Tlie Mayor's chief difficulties during the past

rear have arisen from questions as to the'true moaningof the charter of 1H73. and especially us to the
terms of office and liability to removal of officers of
the eity government."

To what particular provisions in the charter do
you allude?"
"TIid decision In tho Wheeler case asserts the doctrinethat au officer who is holding over under tho

shorter cannot be removed except through the oouQrinatiouof his successor. In the Nichols cose tho
Court held that proceedings by the Mayor wero

strictly judicial in their character, subject for roview
by courts, and to all the technicalities aud delays incidentalto legal proceedings. If both of these docIhIousare correct tho power of the Mayor Is seriouslyimpaired."
. "Why so?"
"Hold-over officials can practically defy him, while

the necessarily dilatory nature of proceedings
gainst officers accused daring the terms for which
they were appointed, and tho probability of interferenceby writs of prohibition and other legal expedients,rentier prompt exorcise of executive authorityImpracticable. Such legal conclusions would
have no power of suspension In the hands of tho
Mayor. As matters stand to-day his power of removal,too, is practically destroyed. Be cannot bo
held responsible for the continuance In office
of officials in whose anility or fidelity
he has no confidence. Should tho decision
to which I have referred bo sustained in
the courts of last resort tho pooplo will understand
that the Mayor oannot bo blamed for tailing to excrclsepowers not conferred upon him by law. On tho
other liuud, should they be reversed, ho or his successorswill have the advantage of holding duly definedpowers in some degree proportionate to the
tfrout amount of responsibility generally understood
to be imposed upon the Mayor of New York."
"Then you consider that Mayor Cooper has done

all In his power in tho way of removing incompetent
oiT.cia.s and appointing in their places good men?"

"1 certainly do. Thuro was but onecourse (or Mr.
Cooper to pursue.to obey the orders of courts
served upon him aud to pross the cases involving
nie iielliiition of hts powers to a «peedy conclusion,
lie then acted upon tho latest authoritativo expositionot tho law, using his best efforts to secure a

speedy and fiual settlement."
APOLOGIES KOB 1TCDDLK3.

"You evidently trace much of tho present muddle
Id local government to this state of affairs?"
"Undoubtedly. Had it not boeu tor the legal difficultiesof which 1 apeak I believe that u much

greater tmprovemeut in the city (government eould
have been cllected during the prment year. At any
rate U good results were not obtained the Mayor's
responsibility for failure would have boon far
tfruater than it ia uow. You must recollect that the
effect of the legal controversies to which I have
alludotl reaches far beyond the officials immediately
concerned."
"In what maimer?"
"Well, you see public officers are naturally leaa

disposed to exert thouiselvus when they know that
the nominal head of the city government is without
authority to correct delinquencies. It Is due, how*
ever, to the oomuihtsionei-a and heads of departuientauow In office to say that many of them do
not need the apprehension of removal to compel
tcalousuess and efficiency in tile discharge of duty,
there are some exceptions. It must be remembered,
loo, that obstacles to tho exercise of the Mayor's
Borrective authority apply to the case of many
minor officials, as, for instance, city marshals, ss
well as to thoso of beads of departments."
"Do the Mayor and bis immediate circle advocate

amendments to tho present charter?"
"that, I believe, depends upon the result of

pending litigation. Should the courts dually decideIn favor of the theory of adequate power to a
responsible executive, I see no reason why the
aflairs ot tho city should not be wail administered
uuder the laws as they now stand. >Vheu a determinationis so noar at haud of what tho law regulatingtho exeoutivo power really means. It is idle to
tMiculato upon tho Mceasity of altering tho statutes

la Ulis respect."
"Would it not bo well to creato one-headed instead

of triple-headed commissions iu tho city government?"
"Those are subordinate issues just now. Whether

action of a department should bo determined by the
vote of one or several departmental officers is of
muoli less consequence than the question whether
the chief executive should have real power or tho
aemblatic* of authority. Neither single-headed departuienta uor departmental boards can co-operate
efficiently in tho administration ot muuioipai affairs
when the central executive authority, to which all
are nominally rospousible and who is primarily accountabletor tne execution of all laws and ordinances,ia without power to enforco them through
thw channels of the various departments and
branches or tho municipal body. 1 believe that pub;
lie sentiment is iu tavor of n lug absolute au-

tliorlty iu the Mayor and holding imu ruapoiutlUio
tor it."

"I'leaaa explain."
political rv.npi.«xiTiK«.

During Uil» > oar political complication)! luvre
added to the diflU-ultiea of the situation. Mayor
Cooper Ii«» endeavored to aecure competent sueceaaorato o Hirer* wlioao toruia have expired by
nominating proper poraou* to th« Hoard of Aldortuen.Tbu lailuro of tbo Hoard to confirm thorn ha*
defeated tbo only method or removal of hold-over
oitleial* loft open nndur deciaion of tbo court*.
Whatever reform* and ecouoniio* have been effected
this year have been brought about by the obeerfwl
co-operation of subordinate*, without the exerol*e
of that positive corrective authority with which tbo
Ma> or ha* heretofore been supposed to bo vented."
"the Mayor of Now York may, then, bo eonald

redan aimoat a muro nonentity as far aa ofUotal
power la concerned?"

"lli.it in about It. A* matters now ataud tbo
Mayor'* chief power Ilea In the power to veto. In
other word*, bin chief authority I* negative. He
has boon able, through the exerclae of this power, to
deleat a number of Injudiciou* and extravagant
schemes. I think ho could havo aecoinpllxhed a
greater good If, In addition to thia obstructive
lower, hla authority to exercise positive control
over department* and oMcial* lud not been ho *erloualyImpeded. Take, for example, the cuao Of Dud-

NEW YORK
ley. Superintendent ot Building*. It is generally admittedthat his administration of the Uuiidnii;
Department ban been erratic ami peculiar. Hu
bad channe l several tinn s during tho year
a iar-je proportion x>( bin force without the
assignment ot any reason; has beeu publiclycharged, umler oati:, >vitli a--reptiuK
brines. Accidents like that which recently occurred
in Third avenue seemed to tiiow that he bas failed
to utie his authority to proWet life und property, as

required by law. Yet the Mayor, *o long a~ tho
Wheeler decision holds, canuut remove him. Dudley'sterm lias expired, and he can do a.s he pleases
as loiiij a- political deals or abuse of patronage can
prevent the continuation ot his successor. Under a

similar deadlock tbu places of Dock Commissioner
Westervelt and Others remain mill lied, excellent
nominations for tho#e i>ositious being sent in to the
Board ot Aldermen by the Mayor and rejected or
laid on the table."
The above interview will iiive gome idea ot tho

peculiarities of our strangely mixed up city government.The Hkhald reporter was yesterday afteruooutold in confidence by a ni^h oiUcial that the
Gunural Tertu decision in tiie Nichols case would
be recorded in a tew days; that the decision would
operate in favor ot the contestant; that tho case

would then go before the Court of Appeals, where
it would be aruued next month, and that the do-
clsion of tho highest tribunal in the Statu would
undoubtedly result in tho reinstatement ot Nichols
an Police Commissioner. This would Uavo tno eCoct
of putting buck General Smith, who was also removedby Mayor Cooper ami Governor Robinson.

RECORDER HACRETT'S SUCCESSOR.

WHOM WILL 1 HE BOAliD OF HUPEIlVISOBii
NAilB?.EX-CITY JUDGE BKDFOKD SUGGESTED.
It is pretty wall settled that at the meeting of tho

Hoard of Aldermen, ou Tuesday next, us a Board of
Supervisors the question of who will be nominated
us the successor of Recorder Ilackett will come up
for discussion. The present Board stands politically
nine Tammany democrats to even republicans and
six anti-Tammany democrats. If they should ar

range matters in the Board or Supervisors so

that Assistant District Attorney Rollins or
some other equally pronounced republican
could be appointed Recorder, then tho Legislaturecould pass a bill lodging lmmeneo
power* of appointment in the hands of this
official. A few words by way of amendment to
the present charter might do tho work. Such a law
would, it is claimed, be undoubtedly constitutional.
It was yesterday rumored that the republicans, failingto operate successfully through the Board of
Aldermen, would await tho assembling of the Legislature,when thoy would give the power of Ailing Recorderliockett's vacancy to tho Governor. Later ou
it was found that the judiciary articio of the constitutionadopted in 1870 forbade such course in tlio
iollowing words:.

All other judicial oSlcurs than justices of tho peace in
citios wliuro election or appointment is not otherwise
provided for ill thin article Miall oo ciioscu by the electors
of cities or appointed by souio local authorities thereof.
Alderman Morris in an interview with a reporter

of the Hkualu yesterday, said the preliminary matterto be settled would really be as to which party
had tho claim to the office, lie, as a republican,
claimed that, as Recorder liackett was elected on the
republican ticket, the republicans had tho right of
nomination. When reminded that tho Recorder re.
ceived also the indorsement of Irving Hall ho said
that that made no difference; his belief was that the
republicans would control the nomination. If that
was the case, and the present B*>ard nominated a
successor to tho Recorder, it would, probably, bo
in consequence of an agreement with the Tammany
members of the Board. There was nothing to gain
by delay, because the incoming Board was constituted,politically, in tho same way as the retiring
Board. Among the republicans talked of were Mr.
Eliliu Root and Assistant District Attorney Rollins,
but neither name had been moutioued iu any authorizedway, inasmuch as there had not beon timo
to call a caucus of the Aldermen since
tho death of tho Recorder. If the republicansdid unite with Tammany in the
nomination then ex-City Judge Bedford stood
a very good clxunce in consequence of tho very
excellent record he made before tho peoplo ut the
last election, running far ahead of his ticket. That
wnM n niwtinwr.aiien of mnli ureat siifni&eanco that
his party could not atford to ignore It.
Tbo next Tammany candidate mentioned J egtordayand supposed to bo strongly supported by tbo

Comptroller, was Mr. Frederick Smyth. With many
of ttie Aldormou his name will liuve great weight,
lie has been before the people recently un three occasionsas a candidate lor throe dinerent oiflces, an J,
though on each occasion defeated, ho polled a very
largo vote. Tne anti-Tammany democrat xpokeu of
is Mr. Truax, but his name receives very little attention,inasmuch as it is concedod by all partios that
if there is an agreement between two political parties
it will be likely to bo made by the republicans and
tho Tiiinmany democrats.

"IMPDLAtt WITU IliVIMM B.VIX AND TAMMANY."
Among those not intimately counoctcd with tho

inside worainus of polittcluus the name ot ex-City
Judge Bedford is received with faror, as tho followingletter will show

N»:w Yuiu;, Dcc. U7, 1879.
To thk Editor or tii* !Ikuuj>:.
A« your paper has uine aLd again advised tho unitingof tho democracy of this city in ono general committee,and as a democrat is to succeed to the place

left vacant by the death ot the worthy John K.
llackett, late Recorder, and as Mr. Gunning 8. liedford
is popular with both Irving and Tammany halls by
the large number of votes he roceivod whenever lie
has l>< on brought betore tho pooplo of this city for
judicial honors, I hope the leaders of Irving Hall
will use their influence in bringing his name before
tho Hoard of Supervisors for continuation, and
thereby test the uuvooatcs of Tammany for union,
as his nomination and contlrmatiou tor tho hiuh
ofllce ot Rocordcr na»y bo tlio means of uniting tho
democracy of this city and State and of preparing it
for tho great battle to be tought for tho success of
the democracy of the Union.

GEORGE W. PURDY,
No. 403 West Twenty-third street.

in atEMonv or tiik iiuaiv
A moating of the Sinking land Commissioners

was hold yesterday in tno Comptroller's ofllce. Th«
Comptroller announced the raot of the death of
Recorder Hackott and moved tbat a committee consistingof Mayor Cooper and Chamberlain Tappan be
appoiuted to draft suitablo resolutions In reference
thereto and tbat those resolutions be presented at
the next meeting of the Commissioners.
Tho flics at the City Hall and Court House were at

half-mast yesterday and will continue so until atter
the funeral.

"UNBKUTHE11LY CONDUCT."
Justico Johnson, of I*ort Richmond, S. I., was unableyesterday morning to continue tho examination

in the case of Uenry Ainsley, an old salt of tho
Bailor's Snug Harbor, who is charged by ex-Judge
Corbitt with perjury iu having sworn before Justice
Kassner, at Staploton, that bo roceivod money from
Corbitt for-hls vote at tho lato election, owing to his
having been summoned to appear beforo Justico
Kansner. An officer served tho subpuMia on Justico
Johnson on Friday night while be wot* attending a
birthday party at Hew Brighton. When Justice
Johnson, iu compliance with the summons, arrived
at his brother Justlco's court iu Staploton at right
o'clock yesterday morning ho foujid Justices Garrett
ana Kassuer ou tlio Ooncu. xuo uouit suarpiy
rebuked Justice Johnson tor hi* unbrotherly action
toward Justice Kaaaner. when Justice Johusuu
said:."In that matter I acted tbu saino as I would
have douo hud It been my own brother." Nut being
wanted In court for any particular purpose Justice
Johnson waa then allowed to return to l'ort lticbuioud.
Tbo Court then proceeded with tho preliminary

examination of wltneHses iu the alleged election
briuoiy cases. James Kont, James W. Smith and
David Sherry.tlio two 11 rut named having acted as

inspector* and the latter aa poll clerk iu tho Snug
Harbor district on last election day.w«tu examined.
They denied seeing any money used to buy vote*,
l'riaaley Wllaon (colored), an old inmate of tho
Harbor, recently testified that before he vote<l bo
waa haudod an envelope; that when he opened tbo
Utter he fouud a pieco of blank paper.

A JEALOUS WIFE'S HAD AIM.

Einiua Dora W. Brown, a mulatto, stood at the
bar of Jefferson Market Police Court yesterday
afternoon charged with having shot one William
1'hiUlpa in tho thigh in an attempt to murder her
husband, Williaiu iirowu, on Chrlatuiaa night, at a

house of ill repute In Weat Twenty-sixth atreut.
Williaiu Brown waa coachmau and hla wifo waa

chambermaid for a wealthy family near Knglewood,
N.J. The formor waa discharged ab >ut tho mlddlo
of Daconibor for hla irregular habita and came to
Now York to nook employment. Ilia wife waa informedthat instead of looking for work he w as enJoyinghimself in tho compauy ot a dusky
Delilah who resided in West Tweuty-aixth
street. On Christmas night her residence was

tlirongad, but tho scene ot revolry was suddenly
put au end to by the entrance of Eiuiua. At a

glance she took tu all the points of the situation, and
drawing a single barrelled piatol, at which tliu crowd
scattered right and left, she said to bur husband, "If
you wou't llw with we. you won't live at all," and
immediately tired. Her aim was so bad, however,
that she struck Instead of Brown colored bootblacknanwl Wllliuui I'hillipa. Drown stepped torwardand look tho weapon away trom her and she
thou 11mi unmolested. Yesterday Detective Mchmittbergerarrested her at huglewood aud Justice I'laiumerheld her iu to answer, i'hillips, whoso
wound Is morn pntuful thaudangerous, was committedthe Uouao of Detention.

LITTLE BLANCHE CIIKAT.
The case of the ehlld lilauche Cheat, alleged by hor

father to have been stolen bjr her mother, Auulo
llrady Chllds, and sold to Mr. Thomaa W. Canton,
came up for hearing yesterday before Judge Van
Vorst, lu Supremo Court, Chambers, on u writ of
habeas corpus. The mother of the child, Mr. Cautou
slid Ills wile wero present, but Chest tailed to appear.aud his counsel not being able to give any ae*
count ut his wlieruubouta thu vase waa ulstuisaeda
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TAMMANY'S TYRANNY.
District Leaders iu Open Revolt

Against Tiieir G-eueral.

"A VERY ARBITRARY MEASURE."

Coroner Flanagan and Michael Sigerson
Sound a Defiant Trump.

Tho disalfection of tlio Tammany organization in
many Assembly districts of thin city, as made manifestal the meeting of tho General Committee ou Fridaylast, \»au tho prevailing topic of discussion in
political cirelcH last night. It was conceded ou all
bides that tho leader had shown his weakness lu tlio
strongest possible Unlit by refusing to allow primariesto bo hold in all the district* at the game time.
Why should au exception be made in the cases

of the Sixth, Twelfth, Thirteenth and Nineteenthdistricts, except from a fear on tho
part of the chief that he would bo unablo to
curry iheia iu his "pocket" as herotofore? The fact
was admitted that the opposition to "one man

power" had assumed most formidable proportions
iu these and other districts, and consequently it
was Leared that tho "machine" would have no show
of electing their delegates to the next General Commute. liut It may be stated that the trouble that
now seems gradually to be undermining the entire
Tammany organization is not new. It datca
back to before the last election. Not only
in the four districts named abovo is there
a serious disaffection, but a similar state of
affairs exists in almost every district in tho city.
The apparent smoothing over of thn trouble in one

district has invariably been succeeded by more seriousdisputes botweon ambitious leaders in other
districts. As evidenco of this fact may bo cited the
cases in tho Twelfth and Nineteenth Assembly districts.In both chaigcs of having sold out tho regularcandidates were made, and no sooner was tho
Twelfth district overhauled thau in investigation
of tho questions at issuo in the Nineteenth
district was inaugurated. With a certain degroe of
harmony restorod in this district canto fresh charges
in refcronco to the party management in tho Sixth
and Thirteenth districts, lint the troublo docs not
appear to end here, for If rumors regarding revolt
from party leadership in other districts are correct,
there will bo a very lively time in Tammany
Hall next year. It has generally been tho
policy of the organization to Bottle its internalsquabbles in private whenever possible
but this custom has for once been abandoned. Bad
it not been for the open mutiny in the General Committeewhich took place on Friday night last it is
doubtful if more thau a bint of tho present chaotic
condition of tho organization in sorno districts
would ever have been the property of tho pnblic.
By the action of some of the moro independent gentlemenof the committee, however, tho facts were all
brought to light.

THE TROUBLE IN THE TUIBTKENTH.
First in order coinoa tho trouble in the Thirteenth

district. Here Coroner Richard Flanagan has for
some years past had charge of the organization. Mr.
Flanagan was and is still regarded as ono of the
most popular politicians in the city, and has held
elective oillcea at different times, on each occasion
running very far ahead of his ticket. He has been a

closo personal friond of tho present Tammany
leader, although it is said that he was always in a

measure "his own boss." In the Thirteenth district
Mr. Flanagan has for some time past been opposedby ex-Alderman James Barker, who on

several occasions sought to wrest tho district managementfrom his hauds. He has thus far never
boen successful, however. Before tho last election
Coroner Flanagan was a candidate for tho Tammany
nomination for Sheriff. Ho might have been tho
anti-Tammany nominee, it is said, had ho choseu,
but for some reason or other he refused a propositionof this nature. The present leader of
Tammany, however, had promised tho offleeto Alderman William K. UobertH,
and utter the latter gentleman had been
nominated Mr. Flanairan was requested to be con-
teut with a rciioini nation for Coroner. It Is now
charged agaiust Mr. Flanagan tliat, disappointed at
not receiving tho Tammany shrievalty nomination,
ho worked, and influenced his trionds to work,
against the election of Mr. ltoborts, tlio regular
nominee of tho organization. Tho Coroner, also,
it It claimed by tlioso opposed to liim, did
not pay his political assessment, and thus
further jeopardized tho interests of the entire
Tammany ticket. Those allegations havo aroused the
indignation of the man who acts as spokesman
for the rust of tbe Tammany organization, aud at tho
last session of the General Committee Mr. Flanagan
wan warned by him that if ho didn't get out of tho
party he would be put out. This throat of one man,
speaking as it were for tho l.'JUO members of tno
committee, is regarded with some degree of wonder
by politicians, in order to ascertain what Mr. Flanaganthought of the matter a Hxualjj reporter ti.lked
with him last night. Alter a long search through
tho )>olitic*l haunts of the city tho Coroner was
found smiling and chatting in the midst of a group
of friends.

fcOTBlKO TO WOIOiY ABOUT.
"You don't appear to be very much troubled over

tho thought of being summarily ejected from TammanyHall," said tlio ruportor, aud the Coroner
laughed as ho replied:.
"Not at all. I don't see anything to worry about."
"Hut you may be put out of tho organization?"
"Well, of course, that is possible, but even that

calamity does not make me quako with fear."
"Uow did tbe present unpleasantness orlginato?"
"I suppose it hud its origin in my refusing to pay

my political assessment, amounting to over thirtyfivehundred dollars."
"Why did yuu refuse to pay that amount?"
"ltecause, my dear sir, I considered It too high.

The office of Coroner is worth Just $5,U)0 a year,
ami, in my huiublo opinion, $U,r>4M) for a $.r>,(JUO
office is rather too much. I received a notice from
the Treasurer of Tammany Hall, directly alter I was
renominated for the Coroner-hip, stating that I was
required to subscribe that amount of monoy.aud
alter fully considering tho matter 1 concluded not
to hoo-l the request."
"Dkl you havo any other reason for not paying tho

sum deuiundud?"
"Yes; I was not a candidate before tbe nominating

convention tor the oflice of Coroner. I told my
friends long before tho nominations were made that
1 was desirous of runniutt ou tho county ticket for
the office of Sheriff. I could, if I had so desired,
havo obtained tho anti-Tnmmany nomination for
tho position, but I preferred to stay with my own
friends in Tammany. I did not want the position
of Coroner, and I said so to all my friends. They
will bear me out In that."

"It has beon said that you worked against certain
nominees ou the Tammany ticket. Is tho chargo
true?"

"It Is not; I worked for the snecces of m« friends.
If the county ticket was beaten it assuredly is not
my fault. I am only in ouo district out of tho
tweiity-fonr In tho city. But that is not the reason
why the Tsuimany leader is inad. Oh, no! He is
disappointed because he rccclvcd such a small voto
for Governor in tho Thirteenth district. Tlutt's
what's tho matter with hiui. Now, 1 will say that I
could not help this. Tho pc.tplo would'nt follow him.
They wouldn't bo ruled by one man, aud if they
ointihik.niii their decision thromsh the ballot whv I
can not help it. liut that In ju»t what they are

doing. l'uo loaders won't Uiivo it nil their uwu way,
though."
"W hat do you intend to do?"
"1 am going "imply to dolond myself; nothing

more. I snail exert my power in tlio district, ami I
think 1 van carry it ir I try. A* it is now I liavo
aome twenty-fottr delegates on tlio Ueueral Committee,while tho other aido has loss than eighteen.
Tlits is not tho itrst time I havo born at issue with
tlio Tamiuany louder, and lu tbo otber atrugulos I
was not killed politically by any moans, as you cau
ace."
"Hut von may be beateu thia tlnio?"
"Oh. I don't know al>out that. Although the other

CoutHcts I have had with tint Tammany leader did
not amount to ao serious a disagreement as tlio
present one, yot I conies* I am not afraid of meetingtho issue, it will be Mine enough tor them
to crow alter they liitvo won tbo battle.
Tlio 1 am many cliiet'ain is a very overbearing
nan and will not listen to uuy opinion tliat is ouu-
trury to bis own. At least X have round It1111 ao. If
ho bail not exerted bis powor last night ho would
never biivo been able to carry Ills point, which wus
to pruvmit a primary being held in my district, lie
had to come to tho front himself and support the
measure, and u* it was ho was barely snccessiul for
the tiiuo being."
"What do you aupposo will bo tho next stop taken

in tlits matter?"
"Tliey may try to oxpol iuo from tbo organization,

but before they do I think I cau satisfy them that I
have some power lu my district. In tlui meantime,
however, thero is nothing but to wait and see what
turns up."
"llow do you regard tbo action of tho Tammany

loader in uot allowing certain districts to hold primaries?"
"That is a vory arbitrary moasuro. I can sco its

purport very clearly. The Tammany leader si'W
that unless ho adopted soiuo such liitf li-liaiiied
lueastirua lie would lose his bold on the party organization.It Is in order to make an ettort to retain bia
control that he lias acted as he has."
A talk with a number of promiuent gentlemen la
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thi) Thirteenth district developed tho fact that what
Coroner llana^an said about the Talnmuny leader
U'iu(/ tu a minority there wtn strictly true. A large
proportion of those peiaons who have any iutluonco
:u the district liuvi; announced themselves an being
warm opponent* of tile present chief. Tiny ure all
determined to klia.ro the s>anio late its Coroner Flanagan.

A M'iOUOtS ONSLAUGHT.
The revolt troui tlio leadership of tho Tammany

managers m the Sixth Assembly district appears to
to of a more formidable character than was at flrst
supposed. Judge "Tim" Camp boll ami Suiialur
"Jako" bet. liar tier at prt sent Control the "machine"
ill that district, and Mr. Michael 11. Sigerson la
making a vigorou* onslaught on behalf oi it

largo number of residents. Just previous to tho
last election the Taiuuiauy leader uw made to feel
the power of Mr. Beebuclier and his colleague iu a
verv curious manner. Assemblyman Thomas Y.
Grady was desirous of secuiiug the Senatorial nominationm Seebacher's district. lie went .o tho
leader of Tammany, and. according to all accounts,
it was arranged that he should have the nomination.
But "Jake" wanted to go to the Senate also; and
when ho heard that Grady liad obtained tho consentof the "boss" to secure lnm the
prize ho bceuuo furious. Mr. Secbaeher had,
however, tho entire district at his back,
and when the Senatorial Convention was held ho was
nominated at once. The Tammany leader was not
able to carry out his promise to Grady, because tho
district managers insisted upon Seebuclier's nominalou. Meeting a friend in the street one day, just
before the Convention w as held, thu Senator wus
asked how his prospects looited. Alter thinking a
moment he put his linger to thu side of his uosu and
said, confidentially

"lie iron hand wants Grady; de peoples wants ine."
The fact that he was beaten In the Sixtn district

by his own managers has made the present leader
extremely anxious to change thu personnel of the
General Committee in that part of the city, llis
desire in this respect has given rise to the present
controversy, but there does not at present seelu to
be much danger that either Campbell or Seebacher
will be overthrown, lint the trouble in this districtdoes not by auy means end here.
,There Is another knot that will have to
be untied before a smooth political
surface is manufactured in the district.
Judge Campbell rocunuj reappointed air. \v. w.
Cook as clerk of his court tor it term of six ) ears.
Mr. Cook, who bails from the Twelfth district, has
heretofore acted us Judgo Campbell's clerk, aud bin
reappointment is partially due to the fact that tho
Twelfth district leaders demanded it. Mr. Cook is
charged with having worked against several
Tammany candidates ou election day, notably
Alderman Huberts, and it is al.eged that
Coroner Woltman and other Twelfth district
managers who wero benctltod by Mr. Cook's alleged
course, requested Mr. Campbell to retain hitn in his
present position. All these facts wero conveyed to
the present Tammany leader and ho waxed wroth,
because he intended to have those persons charged
with having sold out Uoborts and other candidates
"put out of the organisation," No amount of persuasion,however, could iuduco Judge Campbell to
revoke his action, and the matter has intensified tho
bitter fueling between tho district leaders and tho
great chief of tho party.
The opposition to J udgo Campbell la led by Mr. M.

U, ijigerson, a lawyer, who has been in the district
for many years. A Hkkai.d reporter found Mr.
Bigerson in his olllcu on Broadway. The gentleman
claims that Mr. Campbell has endeavored to run the
Sixth Qistrict us a personal machine without any regardwhatever to tho party or its candidates. "The
fact Is," continued Mr. Sigerson, "that the
people of the Sixth district have become
lutly alive to tho necessity of somo speedy
action to take the district out of tho
hunda of those now in control. Why, at the last
election our candidate for Assemblymau was elected
by only forty-one majority, aud in a district too
thut is democratic more than five to one. Tho
machine men in the district worked for the republicancandidate, but happily their oil'orts wore not
successful. We propose to make the light a vigorousone, and I have no doubt we will succeed.''
Judge Campbell denies all the statements in roforeucuto his district management. He says that

the district is in a very good condi'ion, and that be
has no doubt it will remain so under the pruaont
leaders.

COBOKKB WOLTM.Ot's "TBEACHKBY."
In the Twelfth district Coroucr Woltman and

other leaders ore chargod generally with haying
been unfaithful to the great chief and his candidatesou election day. Alderman Koberts had Mr.
Woltman up beforo a commute of investigation,
and the facts thou brought out showed, it is alleged,
that a reorganization of the district management
would bo must desirable for tho "powers that be."
Coroner Woltman, who was a candidate for re-election,is charged with having "soldout" Mr. Uobort3,
tho candidate for SheriU, and it is rumored thut for
this "act of treachery" his political wings are to be
clipped, or, in other words, his sway in tho Twelfth
district is to be discontinued after tho 1st of January.Hut the section of tho city in which the Coronerresides is pre-eminently a German one. It may
be, therefore, that Mr. Woltman will show such a determinedfront to tho Tuinuiany leader thut the latterwill have to back down or else run tho risk of
having the district taken from him and converted
into an auti-Tauiinany uno. It is said that there aro
enough determined tneu in the district organization
to join in such a movement, and that wlieu it is once
inaugurated its atrengtn will astonish the Tiunmany
Mogul.
Tho Ninoteonth district row was all raisod because

Air. Julin 11. iiasuill witH 1IU1 LUUDI'U un ot'uuiui". .nr.
Husk ill was tilu reuular Tammany candidate at tho
lost election, ultliougli the year betoro lie liad been
high i» the councils of anti-Tammany. Mr. T. C. 12.
Kcclesuie, ou tuo contrary, was Tammany last >ear,
but thin year ruu as the anti-Tainrnaiiy eaiidiilato.
It is charged against Mr. Thomas O'Caliaghati
aud other wigwam leaner* in this district that
they supported Ecclcsino "on the quiet," ami thus
defeated tlio Senatorial aspirations of Mr. ilaskiu.
The quarrel between Ilaskiu aud u'Cail .gliuu has
bcou a bitter oue, aud, it la said, tlio two men really
came to blown at a meeting of the Tammany Comlnittceou Organization. The result of the ilylit watt
au iuvoatigatiou by a committee, of which Colonel
Gilou wis chairman. It wan ahowu that some of the
district workers had endeavored to secure Mr. Kcclosiue'select.ou by soiling out Mr. Ilaskiu, and a report,embracing tlio facts in the matter, has just
beeu made. It is on what is contained in this report
that tlio district is uot to bo allowed to hold primariesuutll after the new General Committee is
choaen.

It is an Incontrovertible tact that in nearly every
district in the city there wil' bo opposition to thn
Tammany leader at the coining primaries'. Indeed
it is said that a movement will soon be .-.et on foot
with the object of having all tho districts act iu concertin the matter, aud with tlieir combined strength
shake off the shackles that now bind them to the
Tamiuany leader. A very shrewd politician told a
likiiAL2> reporter last night that all that was wauted
was a good leader.one who had courage aud did uot
"have an axe to grind." Whether such a man will
be iound remains to be seen. At present there is au
air of uncertainty abont Tammany politics, aud nobodyseems to be able to tell what will be tho effect
of the disciplinary measures that havo boon act on
foot by the chief of the organization.

AN OVERHEATED STOVE.

PARTIAL DESTRUCTION BT 1 IRK OF A IAROE

BUILDIN'O ON TUB BOWERY.ESTIMATED LOBS

TIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS.
The four atory brick building on tho northwest

corner of Bowery and lleater street, owned by John
Jacob Astor, was partly destroyed by flro last night.
The occupants estimate the loss at £5U,0UU, but tho
polloe say that it will not exceed flu,oik). The loss
U fully coverod by insurance. Shortly after
soveu o'clock laat evening a mau rushod
into tho clothing store of Dutton & Uliodus,
ou tha first floor, and reported that the building Was
on fire. The salesman and customers iu au instant becameexcited and rushed Into the street. Smoke was

then Issuing from the windows on tho third floor.
Tte alarm was sounded and in a few minutes the tlrcmeuarrived. Tho district engineer saw at a glance
thai tin'lire had ^allied considerable headway, and,
fairing that it would spread, sent out a
second and afterward a thud alarm. Thoo
signal* brought to hi* itssistanco a largo form
of Qronien. aud fully a dozen engines and iuou ami
machines were noon got 10 work. Dense clouds of
smoke enveloped tliu upper part of tho building,
and tor time tho downtown trains on the elevated
railroad wore forced to jimh through tlioni, much to
tho alarm ot the patenters. Upon breaking open
the doom and windows upon the lloor where tho
tiro originated the firemen found the Interior one
mass of tlaiuee. The hoat wax Intense, and tho
amokc being suffocating they were tor a tiuie
driven back, but after working tor fully hair an hour
the tlronicii succeeded in checking the sproad of tliu
conllagrutlon. In less than an liour after tho discoveryot tho flro it was extinguished. Tho building
lias a frontage of titty loot on tho liowery and
seventy-tlvii foet on Hester street. It was strongly
built ami had a stout ouutre wall, and altuougli tho
third an.i loffrth Uoors weru gutted it still remainsintact. K. I»eiit>ch Ai Hons employ
about Utty boys nud girls lu the niamuacturo
of cigars. They say tliut their workshops ucio
cIosmI au liour before tho outbreak of the tire. It is
supposed to liavo lieoii caused by au ovei healed
stove. Dutton At lthodo* estimate their loss by
water at $35,000. Tho second lloor, which was
rtutud by the Ivter Cooper Ohio Company, with its
contents was injured to the amount of yj.iNM. '1 ho
third floor, occupied by K. Deutsch .V Sous, tobacco
and cigar <(valors, wa< damaged to the extent of
(lU.lNln, aud the fourth lloor, which was routed by
M. O'llrleu \ Company, dealers lu drapers' trimmings,to the extent ot SI.iNiu. The building was
injured to tho extent of il.ftoo.

A CLUDBEK ON TllE lUMPAOE.

Information reached l'olico Headquarters laA
evening that a gentleman lial been beaten by an

oncer 111 Madison Square Garden. Sergeant Keating,
of tho Twenty-ninth precinct, said tho report win

trito, but that lio could not glvo tho officer's name

and will unable to say what precinct lio woa
attached to. I.ater ou another report was
circulated at tho Uoutral Olllco to the otfeot that tho
same policeman had beaten olio of tie: scores oil tno
track in front ol thn reporters' stand at a i|iiartor
to eight 1'. M. lllls statement was also touud to bo
correct, but iho policonian's name could not be
obtained. When the olHeer st* "irk the scorer tho
audlouce hissed, nud thou was uousideiable coluinotiouin the gurdou.

PLK SHEET.

EDISON'S LIGHTT
Meiilo Park Illuminated Last Night

wilh Forty Electric Lamps.

A- BRILLIANT SUCCESS.

The Puzzling Mystery of the
Carbon Horseshoe.

Xlio laboratory of Mr. Edison at Men to Park was

brilliantly illuminated lut>t niglit with the new electriclight, the occasion being a visit of a number of
the inventor's personal Iricnds. Forty lumps lu all
wore burning froui six o'clock until after ten. The
various parts of tlio systoi.i were explained by the
inventor at length. As a prutitical illuatration of liis
method of subdividing thu electric current ho haci
two copper wires of about an eighth of an inch
in thickness leading to the generating machines
placed side by side on cleats along tables nearly the
entire length of the laboratory. To these he connectedlamp after lump by merely fastening little
wii-os to ouch of the parallel supply wire* and then
attaching them to the lamps. The illumination or

extinguishment made not thu slightest perceptible
dillcrencc in the strength of the current.
Twenty electric lamps burned with exactly the

sanio brilliancy as did one when tho other nineteen
were disconnected. The light given was of tho brilliancyot the bent gas jet, perhaps a tntie more brilliant.The effect of the light ou the eyes was much
superior to g s iu softness and excited tho admirationof all who saw it.
A new feature, shown by tho inventor for tho first

time, was tho method of regulating tho strength
of the current to be used at tho control stations, lly
moving u little wheel tho assistant in charge of this
branch of tho sy»tem was enabled to readily vary tho
strength of tho electric lights from tho merest
glimmer to a dazzling incandescence. When tho
latter point was reached the little hurshoo paper presentedthe appearance of a beautiful globe of fire.
The method ot obtaining tho vacuum 111 tho little
glass bulbs of the lamps was also explained and
proved highly interesting.
Some oi tho questions put to tho inventor furnish

a sample of the character of those constantly being
showered cn him by persons wnose scientific knowledgeis considerably below par. Said one spectator
as he curiously examined the little bulb iu process
of being exhausted, "But, Mr. Edison, how do you
extract the vacuum?"
The general laugh that followed put n quietus on

further interrogatories troin the inquisitive sightseer.Another spectator solemnly observed thai the
inventor ought to devise some way to close up the
pores of the glu:<s. and ho seemod at sea when it was
explained to him that glass was homogeneous.All sorts of suggestions, and of tho
most ridiculous character, trom would-be
scientists aro among tho inflictions which
the conviction of the electric light has brought
upon Mr. Edison. Letters are pouring in upon
him from all over the country suggesting every
modification for tho horseshoe filament, from a

knitting needle to a small crowbar. Asbestos
paper is. however, the favorite. About sixty
persons have already urged its substitution
tor the carbon, forgetting that asbestos is a nonconductorof electricity. The little motor for rutinmgsowing machines and doing other iight work
was also shown, and created much interest. The
electricity consumod for the operation ot a sowing
machine is equal to that required to give out an
illumination of the brilliuncy of an ordinary gas jot.
The ell'ect ot the exhibition was to convince thoso

present who before were sceptical that Mr. Edison
had in reality producod the cloctric light for householdillumination.
No day is yet set for tho goncral public exhibition,

but it is quite probable that inaido of a week everythingwill bo in readiness to bo soon by all who tiesireto visit Menlo Park.

AN ESTIMATE OF EDISON BY ONE WHO WORKED

SIDE BY SIDE WITH U1SI.
While some scientific men affect to sneer at tho inventionsof Edison, and perhaps from a spirit of

jealousy deride the genius of the inventor, there aro

others by a largo majority who candidly admit his
achievements iu the domain pf electrical science
to l»o among tho foremost acquisitions of the age.
Among these is Dr. Ccorgo M. Heard, the electrician,who has had many opportunities to know aud
appreciate Edison's peculiar and marvellous abilities.A 11khali> reportor had yesterday the subjoinedconversation with Dr. Eeard 011 Edison and
tho electric light:.
"What do you think of tho practicability of the

eioctnu iiku>i
"Electrical science is not now In a condition to

know beforehand whether it i« possible or not to so

subdivide and arrango the electric Ugi.tus to make
It suihciontly cheap and convenient to supersede gas

and oil. The quoatiyn is ono that can bo only answeredby experiment. Solving the problem of the
electric light for families la liko a voyage of discoveryacross Ccutral Africa. Obstructions are to be
overcomo at overy step. It is a matter of lnttnlte
detail. To assert, as some have, that it is Impossibleto mukuUHo of the eloctric light for houses is
unscientific, because we do not know it."
"Can the light bo made uniform In dwellings ?"
"We know of no reason why it should not bo.

That also was purely a question of experiment.
This, liko many of the problems connected with tho
eloctric light, cannot be solved by theoretical reasoning."
"Would you regard a succcssful exhibition, say

at Menlo I'ark, as a proof that this problem waa absolutelysolved?"
I should not. The question of time comes In.

Wo must not only have a good electrical light, but
one that will last for months and years, or at least
tor months, before the problem is eolved. This cannotbo solved by tlioorotical reasoning, as it is purely
experimental. A light might bo perfect for a time
aiiu yet not stand tho test of years of wear anil use."
"In view ot all tho riitUcultios in the matter on

which side do you think the probabilities rust, for
or against tho solution of this problem?"
"The probabilities seem to mo 111 tavor of the

ultimate solution of this question. It may be this
year or It may be later. It may be along tho line ou
which they are now working or it may be through
Inventions not uow dreamed of."
"Irwin what yon know ot Kdison do you consider

hiui the man most likely tosolvo this problem?"
"If any man in this generation is able to solve it

certainly he should bo. Eveu if he should fail in the
special experiments he is now making 1 should still
have a great degree of faith that lie might perhaps
succeed in some other way. lie has a mind of
extraordinary resource:! in tho presence of iailurc.
1 Have worked with Itiiu side bv side, night after
niuht, experimenting in some dittiult problems of
electricity nml I became more Interested in tliu
psychological analysis of Edison's mind than in
the electrical problems. Sometimes when we

were utterly foiled in all our attempts
to overcome some dilliculty a half dozeu
possible solutions would instantaneously present
themselves to iiis mind, and when these all proved
tutile he was ready with others. Kvcii it' he should
fait entirely ami absolutely in making the electric
light practicable tor laiuilles it is none the less truo
thr.t his experiments and inventions in the attempt
to gain this end, and lus previous inventions and
discoveries, entitle liiiu to be regarded us one ot the
most remarkable in venters of any age.

"A SCIENTIFIC tllSfOVKKKll."
"lie is more than an iuventoK it does not tako
very remarkable intellect to luvent. lie is a sciontilicdiscoverer. His iiiveutions are discoveries."
"Iiow do you r«i:ar<l the strictures that unvo ifcu

lately pamtod upon Ins character a* hu inventor?"
"Those that i liavo men art' not worthy o( any attention.Anion*; the scientific mm of Kurope, eertuiiiivof Liu/land, lid Ison stands very much higher

tliuii ho tlova'liur*. Luuh IhiIon h«i wan popularly
known hero, U'lore oven tho Invention of the phonograph,Uo was quoted with aillulratiou a* a iH'ientiflcdiscoverer In Ki ^lnud by tin- beat authorities
on electricity. This year I had some conversationin regard to the electric light and .Mr.
Kdiixii with .Mr. Cronkea, of Loudon. Uo made this
criticism.that Mr. Edison would have sivoriwuch
tune It ho had bcuii pr vioindy ac juaiutod with what
had been done by other experimenter*. So far an 1
a lit acquainted uouu ot tho boat auihorittea oil olectrlcltyregard tho aolutiou of tho problem of tho
eloctr>c li»:lit as impossible. Souie of tho most
remarkable discoveries of l.dtaon arc the
len^t known popularly, and tho cloctrc-motogmpbi* a good cxaiiiule, which at once wim

appreciated by tho electricians of Kugland,
but attracted no atteution hero at tho tim , betfaneo
it wan not practicable. Hu has now mauo use of It
In connection with his improved telephone. The
chief tault of Kdiftoii ia liis overHfau^iilnotieM, a*
shown in tho expectations ho toriuua about (ho
phonograph. Ho still believes In the *ethorto
force,' which 1 concluded troni my experiments
witn him was a »ubtlo phasn of olectricity. 'l'ho
Kngliith olectriciana came to the same conciiislou as

1 did in tho matter. When t mw moot of Kdlson
it was ill regard to those experiment* iu the slipIposed 'otkorto force.' At that Ulna he was living
in Newari. and planning to build his laboratory iu
Meulo Park, and troquuntljr talked to mo about it.
Ho said to iiio one day, '1 ahull invent souie minor
thing cvory tvu days and souio big thing u*er> >u

7
mouth*.' That seemed tome very wild predl^
tion, but it lias o«Ni(i muri; than lulUUed."

MU. EDISU./S OPINIO V OP A Sl'PIimKfcVtCH VlSLP

PMOPKHMOB.

[i'roru tlio Noiv Yurie Sun, Dee. 'J7.J
To Tin. Kuitqb ov rai: Samv.uv
Having a siucere respcct tor Mr. KJlson as tut tutliUMJuaoand ingenious inveati, ator i uiu worry tJ

soo his name usud by writer* who evidently :irj

ijuito iguoruut of tlio subjects about which tii r
treat in a way that will inseparably connect it witu

discreditable (because liaise) claims evidently inada
in the interest 01 ltuauci&l speculators.
No one can more thoroughly appreciate then 1 <lo

the originality of conception, thu iuaci'ali^ablu p»>
Hence and immense labor which have been involved
in the series of experiments of which a ketch has
been given in thu Ntw Vouk 11ei.ai.ij of Sunday, tint
Ulst; but wlieu i seu thu conclusion ot these, wnicli
every ouo acquainted with tli<! hiii>j«ot will recognizeas a con»pieuous failure, trumpeted as a wonderfulsuccess, 1 have only lett beloie mo ihe two
altrrjiative conclusions that the wr.ter of such mattermust either be very ignorant ami the victim of
deceit, or a conscious aceo'uplieo iu what is nothing
less than a fraud upon tile public.
bueh writing as this, in tact, has th melancholy

result ot placing Mr. l'Mlson and his electric light iu
the name category with Air. Kecly and h;» "water
motor," Mr. Payne ami luu "electric engine," Mr.
Uarey anil his "magnetic motor," and otuers of tnu
same class.
Against this I protest iu bclia'.f of true science and

tor the sake of Mr. Kdison himself, who lias douo
ami is doing too much really good work to have his
record defaced and his name discredited in the illterestsof any stock company or individual financiers.HENKV MOUTON.
SStkvkns instu'irrt of Technology. Doe. *t. lt7J.
Mr. Thom.iS A. lidiaou read thu above comuiuui-

cation ill his laboratory iu Xuiilo i'ark last evuuing.
Ilia electric iaiiii>s wore glowing above his head.
Turning toward tile writer lie said:."Kvury word
that was printed iu tlie article iu the II.-UALD is literallytrue, although it wu* prin;od without my
knowledge. Professor Morton does not send betweenthe lines. He Hhouid iuve.->ti;;ato Ilrst and animadvertatterward. I now authorise you to extend
an invitation to him or any other electrician to visit
my laboratory and see the light In practical out*ration.No impedimenta will bo thrown in their way.
Everything shall be open and uboveboard. It men,
however, are wilfully blind 1 cannot undertake to
restore their night."

P. J. SMYTH'S REASONS.

A couplo of weeks ago tho IIkuald published a

despatch cabled to Dublin by representative men

among tho Irish nationalists In this country invitingMr. P. J. Smyth, M. P., to conic to the United
States at the canio time us Mr. Paruell, with a view
to haviug "the whole case" of Ireland presented to
the American peoplo. A few days subsequently tho
cable announced that Mr. Smyth had writtcu to tho
nationalists thanking them for the honor done him,
but declining the invitation. The lollowing is a

copy of Mr. Smyth's letter, which was yesterday receivedIn this city:.
No. 15 Rtuiuvi Sijluuk. Dchlix, Doc. IS. 1*79.

( KXTI.kZK.':.I toUUd it lUipoKslblo tl> express within t h»
coutpa»s of a cablo telegram my deep appreciation of tlx
honor done luo by itn invitation to visit America under tin
auspices of Homo ot tliu foremost living representatives ol
Irish piitriotimn. and to explain at the sauie tioio the ro»
hoiis which compel tno to decline au invitaiiou so liut
teriug.
Mr. i'arnoil. I presume. hits completed his arrangement*.

I know uotbing of tliuiu beyond tlie announcements in ihe
papers; but I should Iu sorry to tultr any stop that might
possibly load to a disturbance of thug* .in augemeuls ur au
alteration of such plans as he may have formed.
Yon would like ino to present to the American pnnplo

the whole casu of Irolaud. I veuture to believe that I
might succeed in doing that in such a way as to win for it
the sympathy aud support of tho wise aud good muting
mankind. hut if asked,as iutallibly 1 would be, "is this
cause which you praseut to us in reality Ireland's cuuso
to-dayT Is it upon this and this alone that sliu takes her
stand and claim* tbo sympathy or freo born men?" I
should bo compelled to say, "No; this is Ireland's cstna
in the abstract, but in the concrete It is very diU'eront.
This is bor cause as I uud men like you w ould have it. hut
not her causo such as it actually Is.''

I hope that in the course of uoxt year.during the
summer, perhaps, or autumn.1 may be able to renew «tir
acquaintance with the laud of Wusliiugton. I shoulii
greatly enjoy such a visit, for some of the happiest days of
uiy life were spent In New York, iiut having regard t<»
tho circumstances uf our position as irishmen al home
aud abroad. I should preter to go as quietly aud modestly
as possible.

1 thank you sliicore'v. gentlemen, for your great kindness,aud reuiaiu very faithfully lour friend.
e. j. Smyth.

An tho gentlemen who sent the invitation to Mr.
Smyth are all actively encaged in preparing a welcometo Mr. i'uruvll tney otniiliatically deny that
they had any intention to create any rivalry between
them. They claim they knew ail the circumstance*
aud only acted after long and earliest consultation
with those entitled to spruit for tho nationalists
throughout tho United Slates.

IMMIGRATION FOR THJi IRISH.
To tub Eoitob or tue IIkuald:.

After u prolonged abscnco abroad I am again on

my way to the great aortnv.ost, wnicn i nave noi

visited since lri(B. Christmas greetings were never
warmer nor moro welcome. Never wero the prospectsof material pro?i>orlty more hopeful, moro

certain of realization than they are now. The i>crusalof your artlolu of the 234 lust, oa Mr. Puruell's
visit, and of Mr. Yesey Storey's well timed and sensibleletter on Irish immigration have given mo tho
greatest pleasure. Tho best practical relief lor the
overpopulated acres of Groat Urltain ami of Northern
Europe is to be found in emigration, aud in emigrationalone. I look with confidence to a considerable
Increase in the emigration returns lor the year 1330.
It rests maiuly with tho I'uitoi Status aud i>omiuiougovernments whether the migration across
the Atlantic shall be as largo during tlie coming
season as in tho best years since the war. Family
iLterferenco in the proper olllcial <juart< rs will
quickly rectify the mischief caused by irresponsible
agents aud brokers on the other side. Fitness. not
numbers, should be tie standard o( succuisrul immigration.Overpro turn w ithout regard to qualificationhas always boen, aud, II persisted in, will
continue to be the chief bar to remunerative labor
aud permanent settlement on this continent. Should
opportunity tavor 1 nope to make this tact moro
clear at an early day, aud remain, dear sir, iauhtully
yours. K. llLl'I'LL UALL.
Unnoir. Mich., Dec. 'iS, lttiU.

LIDL5Y AND ANDEKSONVILLE.
In pnrsuanco of a resolution passed at a meeting

of the survivors of Andersonville and other Southern
military prisons, held at the office of Mr. J. W. Merrill.of No. 8<J Liberty street, on tho '20th inst., a committeeconsisting of Comrades U. II. Lawrence, Jamoa
Walk toad and William Baldwin, appointed to draw up
a constitution and bylaws, met yesterday afternoon
at tho tome place and completed their labors. This
is the first active step toward the establishmout of un

organization that has loug been desired by those I'nion
soldlere who suffered in military prisons during the
war. Iu nearly every Statu and Territory thesii
veterans have banded together for the purpose of
perpetuating between themselves that bond of sympathywhich Southern prison walls first created. It
is claimed that there aro in thts State over ton thousandsurvivors of the hardships cudured in the
Houttieru military prison*, but there lias heretofore
been no movement looking to th.dr unity iu one
organization. A call for a meeting was issued about
three weeks sgo. signed by Me ssrs. J. W. Merrill,
Oonrge II. Lawrence, C. t. McCarthy, LawardCloor, William llaldwiu and .'aims
U'Urieu. Tho meeting was hold, and thai
committee meutioued above at their meeting >«<*
terday adopted an excellent constitution uud bylwws
for the proposed association. According to the formerdocument "every officer, enlisted man, marine
or seaman, who at any time nas been incarcerated Iu
any of the Confederate military prlsous during tlio
war for tlio t'nlon, provided that he ahull not, during
lu* imprisonment, have taken the oath ot allegiance
to tlii! Southern Confederacy uud lia* beeu honor

lilydine hai led or retnMns In the wcrvtce of tho
I'uiteU hUU'»," t* eligible for iuombur*hip. Tin)
object In to cherish tbo memory of departed
comrade*, to strengthen tbo tiua of fraternal sympatbyand companionship lu arum, to correct Cairo
»iuU mi nt* re^ardm# Anderaonvllle and oilier prlson»,and to publish tho truth concerning them, 111
order tbat historical Justice may be done. Annual
reunion* and the luvittliK Ul*tiugui*bed guests
ar« provided for. A *i«c provision prohibit* all di*cuaalonof political topic*. After adopting tlu«o
and otbur regulation* tbe committee adjourned tit
meet ou <fauuary 1C. when a public meeting of tho
survivor* of Sr>nth»m WIkou* will bo called to t.iko
lurtuor wtluB toward organ i&itlou.

STfiAMKllH'4 DELAYED.

Two Kuroponn ocean steamships failed to sail ye*.
terday ou account of the terrible Kale* prvaillni; on

tho Atlantic and the den** ton* in tbe Kll^llnii Cll:tUuel.Tho White Star »l earner Britannic had an untiaually*evere piumage aero**, mid cuiuo in several
daj* behind time. >o accident occurred, and she i*

advcrti*ed to aail ou Tuesday next. Tbo Ktiilopia, of
the Auchor lino, did not leave Glasgow for aev' ral
day* after her regular schedule time. Her owners

were unwilling to take any risk* In navigating her
lu a ton during rough weather. Notwithstanding th<j
delay, however, the ateuuicr'n passage wan t tmiunt
and Htormy one. Sho arrived ou Thursday, aud is
being rapidly prepared tor her next voyage. sliu
will not nail until Saturday, just one week behindtune. All coastwise sloiiuor* aalle 1 ou time.
It I* t-aid among shipping men that recent
cata*trophe* ou tho ocoan have created a leelmg
among "liipowuers which promise* well for tho
safely of future ocean pa**agcs. Much more attentionis now paid to atorut a%uaU and weather prediction*thau formerly.


